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ANNUAL DAY. 


The Association of the New Jersey 
Training School will hold its 19th 
Annual Meeting in Garrison Hall on 
Wednesday, June 12th. The past year 
has been most successful and we hope 
to have a large attendance of members 
and friends to inspect the various de- 
partments of the School, hear the re- 
ports and elect Directors and Lady 
Visitors. The new electric trains on 
the West Jersey and Seashore Railway 
make it easy to get to Vineland at all 
hours of the day. 

The Association meeting will be at 
10.30 A. M. Luncheon will be served 
about noon and the afternoon will be 
given up to inspection of the work and 
an entertainment. 


ENGLISH. 

Sir Franeis Baeon said: ‘‘Reading 
maketh a full man, conference a ready 
man and writing an exact man.’? Our 
aim is to make the child with deficient 
brain faculty as broad in his line of 
training as possible. The feeble-minded 
child passes thru the same stages as 
the normal child, only he goes ex- 
tremely slow, and each child must be 
considered as a separate proble m,. re- 
ceiving daily encouragement, which 
helps him to rise little by little. The 
many stops our children make vary 
widely and these determine the degree 
of the child's feeble condition. As the 
efficiency of the brain depends on the 
state of the body and all brain work 
tends to exhaust the nervous energies, 
the work given them at first should be 
light in character, consisting of much 








variety, and just adapted to each in- 
dividual. 

Owing to defective speech it is 
necessary to give most subnormal 
children a thoro drill in speech, as 
thought does not act well without 
words. While this task is being per- 
formed mentality improves. True 
education teaches us to observe and to 
think. It makes us independent of 
books, instead of being slaves to them. 


We first return to nature by taking 
short morning walks, observing and 
then talking about the different objects 
of interest to the child. The child is 
then building its foundation for spell- 
ing and reading. We not only aim to 
convey new knowledge or to enlarge 
the vocabulary, but to show him now 
that the objects with which he has be- 
come familiar may be represented first 
in drawn and next in written charae- 
ters. We thus bring before him the 
objects and incidents of his own little 
world in the form of a short ‘‘story”’ 
which he is now capable of reading. 
This is the work of the child who is 
just learning to read. 


Our brighter classes make their own 
‘*Readers’’ which consist of drawing, 
spelling and original stories. With the 
subnormal child originality is very 
much lacking, yet we find this one of 
the best ways to develope it. This 
work causes the child to think and he 
must give good attention in order to 
gain results. The training of thinking, 
reasoning and judgment needs special 
attention in our work. The memory is 
fairly good, but is of little value unless 
the child has a knowledge of what is 
to be memorized. Very often the 


question comes up: ‘*Should the feeble- 
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minded be taught to read and write?”’ 
Most certainly if they are given only 
pure literature it will be elevating and 
help them to have higher ideals. It 
also adds much to their happiness. 
When the child has learned to write 
only a few words the first question 
comes: ‘‘MayI write home?’’ What 
“an be more comforting to enter the 
home than a little message of love from 
the absent one? Altho crudely written, 
in it is the heart of the child. 


K. M. M. 
— >> ¢ @& + 
We are getting together the furni- 


ture and bedding preparatory to mov- 
ing into the new Robison cottage. 


OUR OBJECT. 


The object of our School is to reach 


and help those children who are for 


any reason deprived of the advantages 
of regular school drill. It may be 
that feebleness of body or intellect, 
long-econtinued illness or acute sick- 
ness, accident or injury is the 
eause of this condition. Possibly it is 
inability to speak, or extreme nervous- 
ness. Whatever the cause the very 
fact that a child is unable to attend 
school with comfort or profit or that 
he is falling behind others of his age 
should be sufficient to call attention to 
him and in most eases it will be found 
that an institution such as the Train- 
ing School is the proper place for him. 
It is our aim to awaken dormant 
faculties, to arouse ambition, to inject 
hope and to develope self-reliance. We 
search earefully for aptitudes and 
patiently endeavor to draw forth the 
undeveloped powers of mind. We 
wish to arouse a capability of thought, 
action and usefulness which has in the 
past been denied these children. 
Realizing the magnitude of this 
problem we devote our attention to 
manual, physical, moral and mental 


training. The nervous and muscular 
powers are carefully developed as a 
foundation for intellectual strength. 

Nearly all backward or feeble- 
minded children are at least improv- 
able in habits. Some ean be so much 
improved that in proper homes, where 
the surroundings ecntinue favorable, 
they may be at least useful. Such 
training must, however, cover many 
years. The normal child requires eight 
years of schooling before he is even 
able to enter the high school and our 
children move much more slowly. The 
training is not exelusively mental. 
Indeed, exclusively mental training is 
often injurious to these weak or de- 
fective brains, developing a nervous- 
ness that is harmful out of all pro- 
portion to the advancement made. 

We lay much stress on the practical 
matters of everyday life. Seeing that 
there is not the capacity to earn a liv- 
ing in any professional manner we en- 
deavor to develope the industrial 
possibilities of the child. Wherever 
an aptitude appears mechanical pur- 
suits are taught. Girls and koys learn 
household duties and many are en- 
gaged in needlework and farming and 
gardening. We find that most of our 
children even when quite susceptible 
to training will still always be depen- 
dent upon intelligent leadership. They 
are ever likely to need that work be 
found for them, direction and super- 
vision be given them in performing 
the work and a market be provided for 
the products. 

Our motto is: ‘The true edueation 
and training for girls and boys of 
backward or feeble mind is to teach 
them what they ought to know and 
ean make use of when they become 
men and women in years. 
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Our farm work is well under way 
in spite of the inclement weather. 
Peas, onions and lettuce are well up 
and we have been using seullions and 
asparagus for quite a while. 
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The Training School. 


Published monthly by the New Jersey 
Training School for Feeble-Minded Girls 
and Boys, Vineland, N. J. We wish this 
paper to be self-supporting. Send sub- 
scriptions (25c. per annum) to E. R. 
Johnstone, Superintendent. 


The School was founded and incor- 
porated as a public charitable institu- 
tion in 1888 by a number of the philan- 
thropic citizens of the State. It is built 
upon the cottage plan, so that close class- 
ification is possible, and is intended to 
give care and training to those children 
whose mental condition prevents their 
attending the public schools. 


MA Y 1907. 


A blue mark? Please renew your 
subseription. 


The Maxham girls were pleasantly 
entertained at Cattell Cottage a few 


days ago, 


The large number of most interest- 
ing books sent us hy the book 
committee of our Board of Lady Visi- 
tors have all been catalogued = and 
placed inthe library and several of 
of them have already been read. 


If any of our friends have back 
numbers of the paper they do not wish 
we shall be glad to give three months 
added subscription for any of the 
following: Mar. Apr. Sept. Nov. 1904; 
Feb July, Sept. Oct. Nov. Dee. 1905; 
Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. 1906. 


The last meeting until fall of the 
Farmer’s Club was held on Apr. 29th. 
Many of our neighbors brought their 
families and after an interesting paper 
on Beautifying the Farm Heme by 
Mrs. Silliman and further remarks by 
Mr. Walter Ellis, the rest of the even- 
ing was given up to sociability. 








EXPERIMENTS. 
COMMITTEE MEETING. 


The Fourth semi-annual meeting of 
the Pomona Grange Experiment 
Committee took place March 12th, at 
Vineland Grange Hall. Four of the 
five subordinate Granges of Pomona 
Grange No. 4 were represented by 
delegates. Chairman W. E. Davis of 
Hopewell Grange telephoned that he 
had expected to come until the night 
before when he foynd he eould not: 
and it was too late to notify the alter- 
nate delegate. 

During the entire morning and after- 
noon sessions all of those present gave 
close attention to a_ detailed and 
systematic diseussion of the results 
thus far secured from experiments 
with:— 


1. Alfalfa. 
Nitrate of soda on white potatoes. 
3. Maximum amount of fertilizer and 
manure that can be used with profit on 
field corn, sweet corn, alfalfa and sweet 
potatoes. 
1. Feeding a home-grown ration. 


» 
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The results secured at the Training 
School experiments have been given 
from time to time in this publication 
and need not be repeated here. 

Some new facts were brought out as 
follows: E. L. Bolles sowed some 
alfalfa seed without inoculation and 
the uninoculated seed was a failure. 

A. P. Seabrook reported that one 
to one and one-half ton per sere of a 
half and half mixture of kainitand acid 
phosphate used on very” rich soil 
donbled the yield of beets. 

C. M. Veale reported a great gain of 
timothy hay as a result of application 
of floats. 

J. Zimmerman reported a crop of 50 
bushels per acre of corn grown on 
erimson clover stubble where manure 
had been broadeasted on the crimson. 
He failed to get a catch of crimson in 
the eorn planted so late. 

Prof. E. R. Johnstone emphasized 
the impertance of many farmers hay- 
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ing corn breeding plots to produce 
seed for their own use and to sell in 
their neighborhood. He also men- 
tioned a plan for feeding hens green 
alfalfa by boarding in a small plot and 
stretching chicken wire over the top 
so the hens can eat it as it grows 
through the wire. Feeding dry clover 
leaves and cowpea leaves to laying 
hens was reported favorably from ex- 
perience of E. P. Sparks and Walter 
Ellis. E. P. Sparks and G. A. Mitchell 
reported good results from use of 
dried beet pulp for milch cows. 

The following experiments were 
arranged for: 


1, Comparison of corn crop after plow- 
ing under crimson clover and crimson 
clover stubble only: A, F. KE. Silliman, 
Vineland; The raining School; q 
Gmmerman, Centre Grove; E. L. Bolles, 
Vineland. 

2. Nitrate of soda on ome potatoes. 
C. F. Holmes, Hope Gran 

3. Nitrate of soda on al alia. J. Zimmer- 
man, Centre Grove. 

. Crimson clover and alfalfa sowed to- 
gether. S. H. Earle, Centre Grove. 

5. Cowpeas compared with other crops 
for growing on land to be seeded to alfalfa 
in August. J. H. Ott, Deerfield; The 
Training School. 

6. F.O. Ware, Deerfield, and A. P. Sea- 
brook, Deerfield, will each use 6 tons of 
manure on one-half acre and each his 
usual amount on another half acre and 
make a record of the results. 

7. J. Zimmerman will broadcast manure 
on compare with fertilizer in the hill, 
crimson clover sod plowed under in both 
cases. 

8 Allthe experiments that have been 
started at the Training School except 
nitrate of soda on white potatos, will be 
continued this year. 


Adjourned to meet the last of July 
at the Trainiug School and have a 
basket picnic. 

G. A. Mitchell, Seey. 
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Lyn took a party of the boys of 
Keller Cottage for a very pleasant 
drive last week, thanks to the gener- 
osity of his mother. 





In April John gave a most sat- 
isfaetory birthday dinner to the other 
members of the Don’t Worry Club. 
Everything was most thoroly enjoyed 
and many words of appreciation were 
expressed for the thoughtfulness of 
John’s folks who made this dinner 
possible. 


SUMMER SCHOOL NOTES. 


While we expect our students to 
study fully the work, we use every 
endeavor to make them have a happy 
time. We hold that the key-note to 
training is happiness and so try to 
have our students go back to their 
classes feeling that the summer has 
been happy in every way. 


We are endeavoring to find accomo- 
dations for all who attend the Summer 
Sehool, here at the Institution, as our 
former students seemed to enjoy and 
get much more value out of living 
here. 


We grant a certificate in proper 
form to all who complete the course 
and pass the examination. 


Our psychological laboratory is very 
thoroly equipped with apparatus suit- 
able for this kind of research and a 
proper understanding of its use is a 
part of the training. 


i - 


During the past month we have had 
among other visitors the Board of 
Chosen Freeholders of Atlantie County ; 
Prof. Taylcr and Mr. Shear of the 
National Department of Agriculture, 
Washington; Supt. James Bratt of 
Hackensack; Dr. W. A. Baldwin and 
Mr. Chas. H. Morrell of the State 
Normal School, Hyannis, Mass.; Mr. 
J. W. Douglass and Mr. Tuprer of the 
Board of Children’s Guardians, Wash- 
ington, D. C.; Miss Lueille Nichol and 
Miss Elizabeth McGowan, former 
summer school students; and about 
thirty of the public school teachers of 
Vineland. 


Our attendants class completed the 
course of lectures. The last lecture, 
which was on food, was closed with 
ice-cream and cake. The examination 
will be held before the end of the In- 
stitution year. 
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